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Open research
Key foundation for an outstanding research and 

innovation system that gives everyone the 

opportunity to contribute and to benefit 

Seeking change around the way research is 

done, who is involved and how it is valued

Our priorities: 

Open access – review and update for a policy 

across all of UKRI and working with 

Government across the UK

Open research data – updating policies, 

practice across UKRI and UK stakeholders –

delving into the cost benefit and needs across 

disciplines

Open culture -

Rewards and incentives – DORA 

Skills and teams for research and innovation

International – working globally with others –

RDA is part of that 

From the UKRI strategic prospectus
https://www.ukri.org/files/about/ukri-strategy-document-pdf/?pdf=Strategic-Prospectus

about:blank


Sharing research data and findings relevant to COVID-19
UKRI affirmed its commitment to the principles set out in the 2016 

statement on data sharing in public health emergencies*, to ensure 

that the WHO has rapid access to emerging findings that could aid the 

global response. 

*https://wellcome.org/press-release/statement-data-sharing-public-health-emergencies



Research and development roadmap, 2020 

“Crucially, we must embrace the potential of open research practices. First, we will require that 
research outputs funded by the UK government are freely available to the taxpayer who 
funds research. Such open publication will also ensure that UK research is cited and built on all 
over the world. We will mandate open publication and strongly incentivise open data sharing 
where appropriate, so that reproducibility is enabled, and knowledge is shared and spread 
collaboratively. Second, we will ensure that more modern research outputs are recognised 
and rewarded. For example, we will ensure that digital software and datasets are properly 
recognised as research outputs, so that we can minimise efforts spent translating digital 
outputs into more traditional formats. Third, we will consider the case for new infrastructure to 
enable more effective sharing of knowledge between researchers and with industry to 
accelerate open innovation where possible.”





UKRI OA review
UKRI has an established open access (OA) policy in the Research Councils UK (RCUK) 

open access policy

Also relevant to the Review is the OA requirement in the Research Excellence Framework 

(REF). The REF is jointly owned by the four UK Higher Education funding bodies

Build on OA progress to date – full and immediate OA 



UKRI OA Review – Scope
UKRI’s review will determine a single OA policy across UKRI, including the seven Research Councils, 

Research England and Innovate UK

It will cover in-scope research articles (including those published in conference proceedings), 

monographs, book chapters and edited collections that acknowledge funding from UKRI and 

its constituent councils

The Review will inform the development of the OA policy for outputs submitted to the REF-after REF 

2021. This will be developed by the four UK Higher Education funding bodies

Where QR funding from Research England is the only UKRI funding acknowledged on an 

output the OA policy would not apply



UKRI OA Review – Purpose and Objectives
The purpose of the UKRI OA Review is to review & develop its open access policies to support 

the delivery of the UK government ambitions around OA. The objectives of the review are to:

• enhance the research, societal and economic benefits that can be derived from UKRI-

funded research through improving access to research outputs

• deliver sustainable support for open access and better value for money

• ensure policy is joined up across UKRI constituent bodies and that it is clear, 

unambiguous and as easy as possible to comply with

• encourage the development of new models of open access publishing

• support the adoption of open access through collaboration and alignment with national 

and international partners



Research Excellence Framework

The Review will inform the development of the OA policy for outputs submitted to the REF-

after REF 2021. This will be developed by the four UK Higher Education funding bodies

As far as possible, UK HE funding bodies are seeking commonality between the UKRI 

and future REF-after-REF 2021 OA policies, including a common policy position for 

outputs that fall within the scope of both policies.

The UKRI consultation invited responses on where the OA policy for the REF-after-REF 

2021 may need to diverge, if at all, from UKRI’s proposed OA policy.

A REF-specific consultation will be launched after the UKRI OA policy is announced. 



UKRI OA Review - Process

Phase one: Establish the Review and initial stakeholder engagement 

October 2018 - January 2019

Phase two: Evidence, analysis and development of policy options

January 2019 - August 2019

Phase three: Policy consultation, further evidence gathering and analysis

September 2019 - October 2020

Phase four: Finalisation and publication of UKRI Open Access Policy

November 2020 – Q2 2021



Key aims

Immediately and 

freely accessible

Maximises re-use 

(research, social, 

economic benefits)

Value for money 

and affordability

Sustains 

confidence in the 

quality of research 

outputs

Ease of compliance

Options for Change

Policies

• Route to access

• Embargoes

• Copyright

• Licensing

• In-scope outputs

Funding

• Amount

• Duration

• Purpose

• Mode

Timing Harmonisation and 

divergence in policy 

across UKRI funding 

modes

Facilitating compliance and Open Access uptake

Communication of 

policy and purpose

Infrastructure & 

standards 

Monitoring, 

reporting and 

sanctions

Research Culture UK & global 

leadership & 

collaboration

UKRI OA Review – considerations













Full and immediate OA of research articles - 2022

OA of monographs, book chapters and edited collections, 

12 month embargo – 2024 

Supporting actions, including:

• Infrastructure and technical standards

• Funding levels, mechanisms and eligible costs

• Wider policy implications being considered 

UKRI OA Review - Proposed Policy





The current REF adheres to DORA and all panels are briefed on 

the approach. DORA has been implemented across the seven 

research councils relating to guidance for peer reviewers of grant 

applicants.

UKRI has piloted narrative CV approaches in grant applications. 

Seeking to work collaboratively across the sector to support and 

further implement best practice in research assessment, including 

internationally. 

Rethinking research assessment
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